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also, a member of the Kiwanis and Tusca-
loosa Reunion Clubs.

As a devoted servant at Brown Memorial
Presbyterian Church, he was installed an elder
and very active in work of the Men of the
Church, the Endowment Committee, and the
Trustee Board.

In his last years of life, Dr. Dansby served
his community by providing free dental serv-
ices to those who could not afford to pay and
helped in anyway he could to serve his var-
ious schools of matriculation and local organi-
zations.

Dr. William Nathan Dansby passed away on
Thursday, June 6, 2002 and will be laid to rest
today in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, William L.
Dansby and Portia Dorcette Canty Dansby,
and his sister, Sarah Dansby Pinkney. He is
survived by cousins, Theodora Dansby John-
son of Florida, Sondra Brown Julien of Florida,
George F. Knox of Florida and their families.
He leaves to cherish his memory a devoted
family whom he adopted as his own, William
and Elizabeth Rice of Aliceville and their three
daughters: Mechelle, Benidia, and Portia.

As he is grieved, his family and friends
know that his spirit has returned to God and
that he is smiling down upon the world. Mr.
Speaker, I ask all Members to join me in pay-
ing tribute to him this remarkable man.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to Dr.
Jerry Woodall of Yale University in my home-
town of New Haven, Connecticut. Dr. Woodall
was recently honored with the National Medal
of Technology in recognition of his outstanding
work in semiconductor materials and devices.

The National Medal of Technology was cre-
ated to recognize those who embody the spirit
of American innovation and have advanced
the nation’s global competitiveness. As one of
only 120 individuals bestowed with this distinc-
tion, Dr. Woodall most-deservedly belongs
among Connecticut’s long legacy of
innovators, like Eli Whitney and Igor Sikorsky.

It is no overstatement to say that, in a re-
markable career that has spanned four dec-
ades, Dr. Woodall has truly expanded Amer-
ica’s horizons through his groundbreaking ad-
vances in electrical engineering and physics.
Half of the entire world’s annual sales of com-
pound semiconductor components would sim-
ply not be possible without his legacy of re-
search. Technology used in CD players, TV
remote controls, computer networks, cell
phones, and satellites can be credited to Dr.
Woodall as well as advances in the use of la-
sers and ultra-fast transistors and solar cells.
What’s more, Dr. Woodall’s work will provide
the basis for technological innovations for dec-
ades to come. Few can claim such a legacy.

Dr. Woodall’s dedication and commitment to
excellence have made a real difference in the
quality of life of all Americans. I am honored
to rise today to pay tribute to Dr. Jerry

Woodall and to join with our nation in con-
gratulating him as he is honored as a 2001
Medal of Technology laureate.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of the creation of a new
cabinet-level federal Department of Homeland
Security. This long-overdue initiative, designed
to streamline current government activities, is
an important first step in our nation’s war on
terrorism.

In October of last year, I introduced H.R.
3078, to establish the National Office for Com-
bating Terrorism. It included an initiative to de-
velop policies and goals for the prevention of
and response to terrorism, and for the consoli-
dation of federal, state, and local government
programs. I am pleased to see that the Admin-
istration is incorporating my ideas, along with
those of my colleagues, into a comprehensive
plan to streamline the workings of the Execu-
tive Branch.

The new Department will have four separate
divisions to deal with threats to our nation.
Within each division, the missions and func-
tions that are currently spread out amongst a
dizzying array of federal agencies will be con-
solidated to avoid duplication and redundancy
and ensure that the Executive Branch of gov-
ernment actually supports the tax payers who
support it.

The concept of consolidating the efforts of
federal, state, and local agencies is not a new
one. I recently introduced H.R. 4754, the Na-
tional Drought Preparedness Act. My legisla-
tion will bring together representatives from
federal and state agencies to create planning
models and preparedness plans, in much the
same way that the new Department of Home-
land Security would operate. I applaud this im-
portant initiative and urge my colleagues to
work towards quick passage of legislation for
the creation of this new Department.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, today I want to
pay tribute to a trusted, long-time friend who,
for nearly half a century, has been a true
champion for working men and women and
the cause of organized labor throughout the
State of Maryland and our great country.

For 12 years, from 1989 until his retirement
in 2001, Edward A. Mohler served with distinc-
tion and effectiveness as the President of the
Maryland State and District of Columbia AFL–
CIO).

Ed not only was re-elected to that post three
times, but also was one of the longest-serving
executive officers of a state federation in the
entire AFL–CIO. Before being elected presi-

dent by his fellow trade unionists, he was
elected as Secretary-Treasurer of the state
federation, serving in that position from 1977
to 1989.

It’s clear to anyone who has observed Ed
Mohler over the years that the legacy he
leaves as a lifelong, dedicated trade unionist
is one of concrete accomplishment that will
endure for years to come.

In the State Capitol in Annapolis, where I
worked with him while serving as the Presi-
dent of the Maryland Senate, Ed was instru-
mental in helping organized labor achieve leg-
islative gains in the areas of workers’ com-
pensation benefits, unemployment insurance
benefits, and collective bargaining rights.

Ed also played an important role in passage
of the Maryland Occupational Safety and
Health Act, prevailing wage legislation, pen-
sion and salary increases, protections for
health care workers, and right-to-know protec-
tions for public safety workers.

In more recent years, Ed has helped lead
the fight to defeat anti-worker initiatives such
as right-to-work legislation and so-called ‘‘pay-
check protection.’’

During his 24-year tenure as an executive
officer of the state federation, Ed not only
helped drive organized labor’s policy agenda
but also strengthened its administration. For
example, Ed believed that the interests of
working men and women would be much bet-
ter served if the state federation maintained a
permanent presence in Annapolis. As a result,
the state federation moved from rental space
in Baltimore to its current headquarters at the
House of Labor on School Street in Annapolis,
providing Maryland workers with both conven-
ience to the State Capitol and prestige.

But, then, Ed always understood that the
cause of organized labor—ensuring workplace
fairness and social justice—could best be ad-
vanced through our political system.

After being hired as a cable splicer in 1957,
Ed joined the Communications Workers of
America, Local 2336, and immediately
plunged into union activism and political cam-
paigning. He has worked in political cam-
paigns on behalf of Democrats at the local,
state and federal levels, including the presi-
dential campaigns of John Kennedy, Lyndon
Johnson, Robert Kennedy and Hubert Hum-
phrey.

More recently, Ed was elected to serve as
a delegate at the Democratic National Con-
ventions in 1992, 1996 and 2000.

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, Ed was
immersed in union activities and political cam-
paigns that advanced the interests of working
men and women. He was elected as chair of
political activity for CWA, Local 2108, and then
served as chair of the Committee on Political
Education (COPE) for the Washington Metro-
politan Central Labor Council.

Between 1968 and 1977, the year in which
he was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the
state federation, Ed worked as an organizer,
legislative agent and staff representative for
AFSCME International and Council 67. In that
capacity, he conducted numerous organizing
campaigns and was a strong advocate for
public employees, beginning the fight for col-
lective bargaining rights for state and higher
education employees in 1974.

While working men and women have been
the subject of many harsh, unthinking attacks
over the years, Ed Mohler has always recog-
nized that the immutable truths that lie at the


